Proposals for Rule Changes 2010

Agenda Item 11:

There is a problem with a much higher rate of teams in fulfilling their fixture obligations. We suggest part of the cause is the lack of restriction on nominations on those clubs with the highest number of teams.

Declaring nominations

4.1.2   .... a minimum of its next 4 strongest players for its second team. ........... a minimum of its next 4 strongest players for its 3rd team, and so on.

4.2.2   .... may appear on a match score card twice for higher teams....... Upon appearing on a match score card a 3rd time for any higher team.....

New 4.1.3  It is recognised that a player’s grade may not be the best guide to current form. However, the Management Committee may require changes to be made where there is sufficient discrepancy  between gradings and nomination order.

An alternative would be no nominations. Clubs must schedule their players in strength order for allocation to the teams. Once a player has played three times for a team they are automatically debarred from lower teams.

Agenda Item 12:

6.2 Seriously defaulting teams  A team that postpones or rearranges a match other than in accordance with Rule 2.6 or has insufficient players....

Agenda Item 13:

In the light of issues that have arisen in recent years the MC consider that the above rules require amendment. In some areas it appears to the MC that additional material will be beneficial to assist clubs in interpreting the rules and ensuring consistency. We believe this would best be covered as guidance material appended to the rules which we have drafted.

New rule 8.1 (ie before the  current 8.1)  The FIDE laws apply in general and the MC will utilise the version produced by the Chess Arbiters Association for interpretation of the various aspects of these laws in the context of the MSCL.

Agenda Item 14:

2.1  Season  The season will commence with the distribution of Fixture Lists in accordance with rule 2.5. All matches, other then additional matches [see rule 12], should be completed by 14th May, unless permission has been obtained from the League Secretary to play the game at a later date.

14.1  Annual General Meeting  The Annual General Meeting of the League will be held in June each year. The League Secretary shall circulate the AGM agenda to clubs at least 14 days before the date of the meeting in order that clubs have time to consider proposed rule changes. The business of the meeting shall include reports from league officers, submission of annual accounts and election of officers for the forthcoming season, and may include proposals for rule changes and consideration of other matters of concern to the league."

Agenda Item 15:

5.1 Team size  Teams in the first division shall have 6 boards. Five-board matches shall be played in all other divisions.

 

4.1.1 Each club entering two teams where at least one team is in the first division must nominate a minimum of its 5 strongest players for its first team. If the club does not have a team in the first division it must nominate a minimum of its 4 strongest players for its first team.

 

Agenda Item 16:

1.3  Promotion & relegation  From season to season, promotion and relegation shall operate on a two-up, two-down basis across all divisions. Each team that wins promotion must take their place in the higher division next season, (DELETE with the exception of teams in the second division, who may decline promotion.) Other adjustments may also be made by the Management Committee from time to time as teams enter or withdraw from the League.

